February 16, 2021

I.
CALL TO ORDER.


A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Litchfield was held in the City Council Chambers at the City Hall Tuesday, February 16, 2021, commencing at 5:30 p.m.  Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order.  

A.
ROLL CALL:



Mayor




Keith Johnson

Present 



Council Member-at-Large

Ron Dingmann
Present 



Council Member Ward I

Eric Mathwig

Present 



Council Member Ward II

Darlene Kotelnicki
Present 



Council Member Ward III

Betty Allen

Present 



Council Member Ward IV

John Carlson

Present 



Council Member Ward V

Sara Miller

Excused 



City Administrator


Dave Cziok

Present 



Assistant City Administrator

Joyce Spreiter

Present 



City Attorney



Mark Wood

Present 



Assistant City Engineer

Chuck DeWolf
Present 



Independent Review


Brent Schacherer
Present 



KLFD




Tim Bergstrom
Present 

II.
CONSENT AGENDA -


Each item on the Consent Agenda was considered.  No items were added or deleted.

A.
COUNCIL MINUTES TO APPROVE: 
1. City Council Meeting –  February 1, 2021
B.
FINANCIAL REPORTS TO APPROVE: None.
C.
CLAIMS TO AUTHORIZE FOR PAYMENT –



1.
Computer List of Bills for $81,879.73
D. OTHER PAYMENTS: 

CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-34


AUTHORIZE FINAL PAYMENT


FOR THE SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT BUILDING
WHEREAS, a contract has been awarded for the above titled item, and

WHEREAS, recommendation has been made and is on file to approve this payment,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Litchfield hereby approves Final Payment for the Snow Removal Equipment Building totaling $13,643.70 as attached and on file.

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR
E. ORDINANCES – SECOND READINGS: None.
F. LICENSES: 
1. Sales on Public Property –
a. Rise + Roam

b. Greater Litchfield Opera House

G. OTHER ROUTINE MATTERS:
1. 2020 DER Tariff Filing –

CITY OF LITCHFIELD
RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-32

APPROVING UPDATES TO THE CITY OF LITCHFIELD’S 

COGENERATION AND SMALL POWER PRODUCTION TARIFF

WHEREAS, the City of Litchfield’s rules and Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.164 require the utility to annually file a Cogeneration and Small Power Production Tariff with the Litchfield City Council, and


WHEREAS, Schedule 1 of this tariff shall provide the calculation of average retail utility energy rates, and


WHEREAS, Schedule 2 provides standard contracts to be used with qualifying facilities, and 


WHEREAS, Schedule 3 provides the utility’s safety standards, required operating procedures for interconnected operations, and the functions to be performed by any control and protective apparatus, and


WHEREAS, Schedule 4 provides procedures for notifying qualifying facilities of periods when the City of Litchfield will not purchase energy or capacity, and 


WHEREAS, Schedule 5 provides the estimated seasonal peak and off-peak system average incremental energy costs for the utility’s power supplier from which energy purchases are first avoided, as well as the power supplier’s net annual avoided capacity costs, and


WHEREAS, these filings shall be maintained at the City of Litchfield offices and shall be made available for public inspection during normal business hours, and


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Litchfield City Council approves the following updates to the Cogeneration and Small Power Production Tariff for transactions following the date of adoption stated below.

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

H. COMMUNICATIONS TO REVIEW : 
1.
Minutes & Reports:

a.
Planning Commission Minutes – February 8, 2021
After review, it was moved by Council Member Mathwig, seconded by Council Member Allen, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-36

APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA

WHEREAS, the Consent Agenda has been assembled and presented, and

WHEREAS, all requests to have items removed have been duly noted,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to approve the Consent Agenda as presented except for items, if any, which were requested to be removed for individual consideration.

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

III. TIMED ITEMS – None.
IV.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF AUDIENCE/PRESENTATIONS –
A. SONGS OF SUMMER FESTIVAL –
Council Member Mathwig stepped away from the Council diaz to address the Council as current Treasurer of the Songs of Summer Festival (SoSF) formerly known as the Litchfield Community August Bash.  He explained that the SoSF is a newly created Non-Profit Organization created to continue helping youth in our Community.  Mathwig shared that the SoSf has raised $14,000 of the $20,000 needed to hold the event.

In the past, the event was held in the parking lot on the north side of the Civic Arena.  SoSF is requesting City consideration in changing the location to the south side of the Civic Arena including the green space.  In order to use this location, the SoSF is requesting the City’s assistance in providing the necessary electric infrastructure that includes adding three – 50 amp services to the southwest corner of the Civic Arena.  Additional power is also needed in the area of the warming house, on the south end of the field, which would include two separate power trees/panels with six – 20 amp individual services for vendor usage.   The estimated cost of the improvements is $3,500.  The Council considered the request for technical or monetary support for additional electrical infrastructure.  City Attorney Wood advised further review of what the City was allowed to provide to the non-profit group.  The Council discussed other uses for the additional electrical infrastructure to justify the improvements.  City Attorney Wood recommended further review of issues including noise ordinance and liquor ordinance requirements. 

After review, it was moved by Council Member Kotelnicki, seconded by Council Member Dingmann, to table the request from Songs of Summer Festival (SoSF) to relocate the event and provide additional electric infrastructure for further review to include support allowable by a City for a non-profit organization, along with noise/liquor ordinance requirements.  Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye with the exception of Mathwig abstaining, whereupon the motion carried.

B. FIRE AND RESCUE ANNUAL REPORTS –
Rescue Chief Tangen provided his annual report to the Council.  He reported that while having 11 members, 1/3 of the squad, as new members presents some challenges, Tangen was appreciative in the ability to maintain a 30 member squad. He provided an update on the status of replacing Rescue vehicles 3 and 4 as authorized by the Council.  Tangen reported that while LR4 is in service, LR3 is in progress but has been delayed due to COVID.  With call hours steady until 4th Quarter, an increase in wages is attributed to an influx of COVID cases.
Fire Chief Gilbertson provided his annual report to the Council.  He reported that the department has 28 members currently with eight good applications for the two open positions.  He discussed purchasing a new pumper with anticipated costs between $400,000 and $500,000.  While more calls were responded to in 2020 than Gilbertson has seen in his 39 years on the Fire Department, the calls were not related to the pandemic.   He discussed COVID impacts to training and drills.  Gilbertson reviewed 2020 expenses.  He explained that there was a prepayment made on the proposed pumper, adding that the goal is that annual costs to the townships remain level.  Council Member Dingmann responded to an inquiry on insurance costs that most likely a recent review of property conducted by the League of Minnesota Cities attributed to an increase.  
Fire Chief Gilbertson outlined two other topics for Council consideration.  While the City has mutual aid agreements within the county, along with the City of Hutchinson and Willmar, he explained that the State Fire Marshall’s office is coordinating efforts concerning statewide mutual aid.  Gilbertson is seeking clarification and guidance concerning authority of involvement by the Litchfield Fire Department in the statewide mutual aid efforts.  The other topic includes consideration of an increase to pensions.  He discussed deficits in the past relating to previous pension increases which required municipal contributions.  He explained that the State has provided additional state aid resulting in no municipal impacts.  Fire Chief Gilbertson provided options for Council consideration to minimize impacts.  It was noted that the Personnel Committee was in the process of reviewing Rescue Squad and Fire Department rates.  
The Council commended the Litchfield Rescue and Fire Departments for their continue commitment and dedication, along with the additional efforts required during the pandemic.  

After review, it was moved by Council Member Mathwig, seconded by Council Member Dingmann, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-35


APPROVE 2021 FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE CONTRACTS

WHEREAS, governmental units who contract with the City of Litchfield for Fire and Rescue Service met informally on February 8, 2021, with Litchfield Fire and Rescue Service personnel to consider 2020 annual reports, estimated 2021 billings (which are on file), present and future needs of the departments, and 

WHEREAS, the contract holders were able to express any concerns, and 

WHEREAS, 2021 Fire and Rescue Squad Contracts were distributed and are expected to be executed and returned after the townships have their annual meetings later in March,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to approve the 2021 Fire and Rescue Service contracts and billings, and

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED to direct the Mayor and Assistant City Administrator to sign said contracts on behalf of the City of Litchfield.

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.

Resolution No. 21-2-35 – Cont’d.
Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

V.
COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS – 
A. PLANNING COMMISSION –
1. Change of Zoning Request – By Zion Lutheran Church at 504 N. Gilman Ave. –



            Council Member Mathwig provided the findings and recommendations of the Planning Commission.  

After review, it was moved by Council Member Mathwig, seconded by Council Member Kotelnicki, to adopt the following:

CITY OF LITCHFIELD

RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-33
GRANT CHANGE OF ZONING TO ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 504 N GILMAN AVENUE

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a hearing on February 8, 2021, on a request for a Change of Zoning by Zion Lutheran Church, and


WHEREAS, the Litchfield Planning Commission, upon review of the findings of facts, as follows, has recommended that this Change of Zoning request be granted and they referred the application to the City Council for final action, and


WHEREAS, the property is located at 504 N Gilman Avenue, in the R-1 Single-Family Residence District, and


WHEREAS, the request is to change the zoning from R-1 to B-1, Limited Business District, and


WHEREAS, the change of zoning is consistent with the zoning of the neighboring properties and the proposed use of the subject parcel, and


WHEREAS, there is a public need for additional land to be zoned as requested and this public need is best served by rezoning in this area, and


WHEREAS, granting this rezoning would conform to the presently accepted future land use plans for the City as well as present land uses, and


WHEREAS, granting this rezoning would not adversely affect property values of adjacent landowners to an unreasonable degree, and


WHEREAS, granting this rezoning would not impose other undue hardships on the adjacent landowners such as noise, lights, odors, traffic or other nuisances, and


WHEREAS, the necessary utilities are available to serve the area if the rezoning is granted, and

Resolution No. 21-2-33 – Cont’d.
WHEREAS, there is not a reasonable alternative that would eliminate the necessity for rezoning, and


WHEREAS, this rezoning is not merely a convenience for the new owner,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Litchfield to grant this Change of Zoning, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this be the First Reading of Ordinance No. 806 to Amend the Zoning Ordinance 154.011 Boundaries of Official Zoning Map, Appendix B - Zoning Map, to Change the Zoning from R-1 to B-1, for the property described as follows:


Parcel No. 27-00152000


Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, Block 2, Auditor’s Plat No. 1


City of Litchfield, Meeker County, Minnesota

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

VI.
COMMITTEE REPORTS – None
VII.
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS – None.
VIII.
BUSINESS – 
A. COVID-19 UPDATE –
                        City Administrator Cziok had no information to report.  The Council had no comments or questions.  No formal action was taken
B. GOLF COURSE –
The Council reviewed the proposed rates and fees for the 2021 season.

After review, it was moved by Council Member Dingmann, seconded by Council Member Mathwig, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-37

ADOPT 2021 GOLF COURSE RATES/FEES

WHEREAS, the Council approves annual golf course membership rates and green fees, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to approve setting the following:

Resolution No. 21-2-37 – Cont’d.
2021 Golf Course Rates & Fees

GREEN FEES:
 

Season Rates: April 19 – September 14, 2021 





Green Fee
½ Cart

Total

Mon-Fri
9 Holes

$15.00

$10.00

$25.00

Mon-Fri
18 Holes

$25.00

$10.00

$35.00

Weekends
9 Holes

$20.00

$10.00

$30.00

Weekends 
18 Holes

$28.00

$15.00

$43.00

Special Rates: March 19 – April 28, 2021 and September 15, 2021 to the end of 2021 golf season.  Rate for 9 Holes or 18
$14.00

$10.00

$24.00
STUDENT RATE: 

Age 10 to 18



9 Holes $5.00/18 Holes $10.00

Under 10



Free 

TOURNAMENTS:
9 Holes



$1,300.00


18 Holes 



$2,500.00


Full service



$   200.00

Extra Carts (for each extra cart)
$     40.00

· 9 Holes – 24 Carts & 48 Green Fees

· 18 Holes – 28 Carts and Unlimited Green Fees

· All prices for Green Fees, Carts, Student Rate & Tournaments subject to Minnesota Sales Tax of .06875%

MEMBERSHIPS:





Rate

Tax

Total
Family & Couples 


$899.95 
$61.87

$961.82
Single 




$759.95 
$52.25

$812.20
Ages 23-29 (single or couple)

$599.95
$41.25

$641.20
Ages 18-22 (single or couple)

$299.95 
$20.62

$320.57

High School Student


$150.00
$10.31

$160.31

Middle School Student  

$100.00
$  6.88

$106.88

CART OPTIONS:





Rate

Tax

Total
Private Cart Usage – Trail Fee
$260.00 
$17.88

$277.88
Cart Storage – Gas


$180.00
No Tax
$180.00
Cart Storage – Electric

$215.00
No Tax
$215.00
Seasonal Cart Rental – Single

$500.00 
$34.38

$534.38  18 holes/day with rider
Season Cart Rental – Family

$550.00
$37.81

$587.81  Unlimited cart usage

ADDITIONAL RATE OPTIONS:





Price

Tax

Total
USGA-MGA Handicap Fee 

$35.00

No Tax
$35.00

(Per Person – No Free Handicaps)

USGA-Student Handicap Fee

$10.00

No Tax
$10.00

(18 & under)
Lower Locker Rental


$45.00

No Tax
$45.00

Upper Locker Rental


$35.00 
No Tax
$35.00

(A local handicap will be provided at no cost.  Golfers who wish to play in events at other courses that require a handicap will need to purchase a USGA handicap listed above.)
Resolution No. 21-2-37 – Cont’d.
MEMBERSHIP EARLY PAY INCENTIVE:

Members who pay in full before April 18, 2021 will receive a $60.00 discount.

2021 GOLF SEASON MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVE:
Receive a 10% discount on Pro-Shop merchandise priced over $5.00 for 2021 season (excludes food items) (Special opening intended around Christmas for purchasing merchandise).
NEW MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVE (FAMILY/SINGLE ONLY):
New membership incentive is available only to first-time members of Litchfield Golf Club or if you have not had a membership the past 3 years.  This rate will be $599.95 plus tax.

RECIPROCITY:
Litchfield reciprocity rate with area golf courses will be $25.00 including a ½ cart along with MN .06875% sales tax.  
Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.



City Administrator Cziok addressed the Council concerning goals identified at a Council work session relating to the golf course management.  He explained that the pro-shop alone was identified as a weakness in ongoing discussions between Council representatives and Golf Club, Inc. representatives.  He discussed creating a part-time pro-shop management position to address weaknesses identified.  Council Member Dingmann inquired as to the duties expected of a part-time pro-shop manager.  Cziok responded that the part-time management position would perform duties that would include but not be limited to advertising, promoting, retail, organizing events, and training pro-shop employees.  Cziok explained that one individual has been identified who does have retail background and experience to manage the pro-shop on a part-time basis.  
                        Council Member Kotelnicki inquired about the budget for the proposed position.  City Administrator Cziok responded that the costs for said position would be between $15,000 and $20,000, adding however that the position was not included in the 2021 Budget.  Council Member Kotelnicki discussed clarification of the golf course management position.  Cziok outlined the basic components of the golf course which include the pro-shop side, the green side, and the restaurant side.  He said the City is responsible for the green side and the pro-shop side.  He stated the green side is operating effectively and the City is focusing on addressing the pro-shop side only.  
After review, it was moved by Council Member Mathwig, seconded by Council Member Allen, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-38

APPROVE PART-TIME GOLF COURSE PRO-SHOP 


MANAGEMENT POSITION AND AUTHORIZE STAFF TO FILL POSITION

WHEREAS, the City owns and operates a municipal golf course, and

Resolution No. 21-2-38 – Cont’d.
WHEREAS, the Council established goals concerning the golf course, and

WHEREAS, a discussion group was formed consisting of Golf Club, Inc. representatives and Council representatives, and
WHEREAS, one topic relates to management of the pro-shop, and

WHEREAS, City Administration has discussed creating a position for a part-time pro-shop manager, and

WHEREAS, the position is not included in the 2021 Budget, and

WHEREAS, the proposed budget for the part-time pro-shop manager is anticipated between $15,000 to $20,000, and

WHEREAS, the duties for the proposed position would include but not be limited to advertising, promoting, retail, organizing events, and training pro-shop employees, and

WHEREAS, a potential candidate has been identified who does have retail background and experience, 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Litchfield hereby approves City Administration create a job description for the position of a part-time golf course pro-shop manager, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Administration be authorized to fill said position and to bring the candidate forward for approval under the Consent Agenda on March 1, 2021, 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the position be filled for 2021 with potential continuation of position to be evaluated at the end of 2021.
Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

C. SMMPA AGREEMENT –
City Administrator Cziok outlined the details of the proposed letter agreement with SMMPA concerning continuation of providing delivery of the WAPA power allocation.  He explained that the letter agreement allows for a transition period concerning the City’s obligation and liability for the delivery costs effective 2021.  The transition period allows the City to implement rate adjustments over a period of time in order to continue providing electrical service.  City Administrator Cziok recommended the Council authorize City staff to seek rate analysis proposals.
After review, it was moved by Council Member Dingmann, seconded by Council Member Mathwig, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-39

APPROVE LETTER AGREEMENT WITH SMMPA


ON WAPA DELIVERY COSTS 

WHEREAS, the City of Litchfield has a Power Sales Contract with Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA), and 

WHEREAS, as a SMMPA Member, Litchfield is permitted to purchase and receive electric power and energy from the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) on the terms set forth in the Power Sales Contract (as defined in the Power Sales Contract, the “WAPA Allocation”, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Power Sales Contract with SMMPA, SMMPA has provided arrangement for delivery of Litchfield’s WAPA Allocation from the point of delivery to the City of Litchfield electric system, and

WHEREAS, SMMPA has borne all delivery costs associated with WAPA power to the City of Litchfield’s electric system in exchange for WAPA credits, and

WHEREAS, WAPA will no longer provide said credits in 2021, and

WHEREAS, the liabilities for providing delivery costs will have a significant impact on the cost of power in that SMMPA isn’t responsible to provide via the 2012 WAPA contract, and 

WHEREAS, SMMPA has agreed to continue to provide for Litchfield’s WAPA Allocation from the point of delivery to the City of Litchfield electric system, and 

WHEREAS, SMMPA has offered a letter agreement for consideration that allows for a transition period concerning the obligation and liability for delivery costs effective 2021, and

WHEREAS, the transition period outlined in said letter agreement enables the City to implement rate adjustments accordingly over a period of time in order to continue providing electrical service, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Litchfield hereby approves the letter agreement with SMMPA concerning the transition of the City’s allocation of WAPA delivery cost obligations and liability as outlined.  

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

After review, it was moved by Council Member Allen, seconded by Council Member Mathwig, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-40


AUTHORIZE ADMINISTRATION TO SEEK 


ELECTRIC RATE ANALYSIS PROPOSALS

WHEREAS, the City of Litchfield has a Power Sales Contract with Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA), and 

Resolution No. 21-2-40 – Cont’d.
WHEREAS, as a SMMPA Member, Litchfield is permitted to purchase and receive electric power and energy from the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) on the terms set forth in the Power Sales Contract (as defined in the Power Sales Contract, the “WAPA Allocation”, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Power Sales Contract with SMMPA, SMMPA has provided arrangement for delivery of Litchfield’s WAPA Allocation from the point of delivery to the City of Litchfield electric system, and

WHEREAS, the City is responsible for the obligation and liability for delivery costs effective 2021, and

WHEREAS, the liabilities for providing delivery costs will have a significant impact on the cost of power in that SMMPA isn’t responsible to provide via the 2012 WAPA contract, and 

WHEREAS, SMMPA has agreed to continue to provide for Litchfield’s WAPA Allocation from the point of delivery to the City of Litchfield electric system, and 

WHEREAS, the Council has approved a letter agreement with SMMPA concerning the transition of the City’s allocation of WAPA delivery cost obligations and liability as outlined in said letter agreement, and

WHEREAS, the transition period offered by SMMPA per said letter agreement enables the City to implement rate adjustments over a period of time, and

WHEREAS, City Administration recommends an electric rate analysis be conducted, 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Litchfield hereby approves City Administration to seek electric rate analysis proposals.

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

D. CITY WIDE CLEAN-UP –
Mayor Johnson discussed possible dates to hold the City wide clean-up in 2021.  After review, it was moved by Council Member Mathwig, seconded by Council Member Kotelnicki, to set the time and date for the City wide clean-up from 8:00 to 10:30am on Saturday, May 22, 2021 with Mayor Johnson and Council Member Kotelnicki coordinating the event.  Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the motion carried.

E. SOUTH GEINITZ AVENUE VACATION –
City Administrator Cziok explained that the request for vacation of a portion of South Geinitz Avenue has been before the Council and staff recommendation at that time was to combine this public hearing with other public hearings at the time.  With those other public hearings requiring a separate timeline, this particular hearing was never scheduled however Anderson Chemical has expressed an interest in pursuing the vacation to allow for expansion of their warehouse. 
After review, it was moved by Council Member Dingmann, seconded by Council Member Mathwig, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-41

SET STREET VACATION HEARING FOR VACATING


A PORTION OF SOUTH GEINITZ AVENUE

WHEREAS, a petition has been filed with the City of Litchfield for the vacation of a portion of South Geinitz Avenue, in the City of Litchfield, Meeker County, Minnesota, and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission considered this petition at its meeting on May 13, 2019 and recommended that the City Council set a hearing to consider this petition, and
WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the petition at its meeting on May 19, 2019, and

WHEREAS, the petition does not meet the requirements of Minnesota Statute §412.851 in that the petition was not submitted by a majority of the owners of land abutting on the street, and
WHEREAS, the Council may by resolution vacate any street on its own motion, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Litchfield by its own authority hereby sets a public hearing to be held at City Hall on April 5, 2021 at approximately 5:30 p.m. to consider the proposed vacation of a portion of South Geinitz Avenue as pursuant to Minnesota Statute §412.851 described as follows:

Tract A:  

The West Half of Geinitz Avenue lying southerly of the southerly right of way line of the Great Northern Railroad and northerly of the westerly extension of the south line of Lot 2, Block 1 of ISAACSON’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LITCHFIELD to the east line of Block 2 of said ISAACSON’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LITCHFIELD, according to the plat thereof, as recorded and on file in the office County Recorder of Meeker County.

Tract B:

The East Half of Geinitz Avenue lying southerly of the southerly right of way line of the Great Northern Railroad and northerly of the westerly extension of the south line of Lot 2, Block 1 of ISAACSON’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LITCHFIELD to the east line of Block 2 of said ISAACSON’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LITCHFIELD, according to the plat thereof, as recorded and on file in the office County Recorder of Meeker County.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that proper notice thereof shall be published and posted, along with mailed notice to affected property owners.

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

F. APPOINTMENTS TO MAKE –
1.
Planning Commission - Two Regular Terms until 3/1/2024

Incumbents: Shannon Asmus, Larry Dahl

Applicants: Shannon Asmus, Larry Dahl, Gary Barnes 



The Council discussed the continued commitment of the incumbents to the Planning Commission.  
After review, it was moved by Council Member Dingmann, seconded by Council Member Carlson, to adopt the following:


CITY OF LITCHFIELD


RESOLUTION NO. 21-2-42

PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

WHEREAS, there are two terms from March 1, 2021 to March 1, 2024 open on the Planning Commission, and 

WHEREAS, these openings were advertised, and

WHEREAS, three applications were received,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to reappoint Shannon Asmus and Larry Dahl to the Planning Commission for a term from 3/01/21-3/01/24.

Adopted by the City Council this 16th day of February, 2021.










Approved:

Attest:










____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

IX.
ADDITIONAL ITEMS – None.
X.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – None.
XI.
ADJOURNMENT –

The City Council meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m. by unanimous consent.










Approved:

Attest:





















____________________

____________________________




MAYOR
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR
P:\COUNCIL MINUTES\CC 21-2-16
