
Litchfield Heritage Preservation Commission 
Historic Commercial District  

Property History 
 

Parcel Identification Number:  27-0756000 
Block:  59     Lot:  27 

Current Address: 237 Sibley Avenue North 
 
 

Date   Owner/Name   Use     Comments    
1878   Confectionary and City  Drug store  Litchfield’s second brick building 
   Drug 
      Judge Virgil Homer Harris 
1878   Charles Strobeck &  Office   Upstairs  

  S.A. Plumley 
1880   G. B. Upham Jr.  Drug store 
1884  F.P.Olney   Office   Upstairs  
1884   A.O.U.W. Lodge  Meeting hall  Upstairs Ancient Order of  
          United Workmen 
1886   Dr. W.E. Chapman  Office   Upstairs 
1892   Atkinson Drug   Drug store 
      James B. Atkinson    
1892   Judge Harris    Office   Upstairs 
1896   Millard Jewelry  Jewelry store 
      Sam B. Millard 
1897   Col. Bissel    Justice of the Peace Upstairs 
1897   Victor & F.W. Sederstrom Real estate  Upstairs 
1898   Sweet & Palm Bakery  Bakery 
      Sweet & Henry Palm 
1899   Northwestern Baking   Wholesale bakery In rear 

Company 
   Henry Palm   

1899   Johnston & Harris New Shoe store  In front  
   Shoe Store  
      Maro A. & Orra S. 
      Johnston 
1900   Henry Palm   Baked goods  Entire first floor 
1902   O.A. Newberg Bakery Bakery    Big fire in Feb 1907* 
1903      Otto Campbell     Buys building 
1910’s   Alva R. Hunt   Lawyer  Upstairs 
1915   Harris Confectionary  Sweet Shop  
      Ernest Harris 
1940   Waller Drug   Candy & drug store 
    Percy Waller 
1943       Remodeled interior, moved soda fountain from the south
       wall to the north wall  
1949   Johnson Drug   Drug store 
      Ray Johnson 
1964   Voss Heating & Appliance Appliance store 
      Earl Voss 
 



1969   CJ Music   Music store 
      Jim & Cathy Allen 
1969   Lowell’s Radio & TV  TV store  In the rear 
      Lowell Ruotsinoja 
1972   Budget Furniture  Furniture store 
      Erlin Schultz 
1972   KLFD    Radio station 
1989   Second Time Around  Second Hand store 
      Mary Susa     
1989   Today’s Concept  Exercise equipment 
      Mary Susa 
1991   Uppercut Barber  Barber shop 
      Randy Leaf 
?   Rennie’s China Closet Gift store                       Owner Mike Malinski 
      Rennie Malinski 
2007   Vacant 
2008   DFL Headquarters  Political Office 
2009   Vacant 
 
 
Middle section of three adjoined store fronts (parcels 27-0755000, 27-0756000 and 27-0757000).  Large two 
story, Italianate style. Cream colored brick building. The main facade is divided into three four bay sections, 
each flanked by vertical piers of brick quoins. Photographs indicate this section may have built first. The 
brick on this façade is slightly different than on the other two sections. Across the top is a brick cornice 
comprised of two rows of corbelling and a row of dentils. It has four tall, narrow segmental-arched window 
openings with brick window hoods and bracketed, smooth limestone sills. The rear has early brick additions.  
The inside has an intact pressed metal ceiling.  
 

*Independent Review February 19, 1907 
The alarm of fire sounded again in our little city on Wednesday morning about 6:30 o’clock and was 
discovered in the rear (west) of the Newburg Bakery in the Harris building.  The fire department 
responded promptly though it was a difficult matter to get to the exact location of the flames on account 
of the location and the dense smoke.  The flames were confined to the addition to the rear of the building 
which contains the oven.  Considerable damage was done there by the flames and also to the store room 
in front by smoke and water damage.  The west wind drove the dense smoke and heat through the full 
length of the building and into the adjoining buildings which made the atmosphere rather difficult to 
inhale for a number of days following.  The stock and building were insured.   
 
Litchfield Saturday Review  March 3, 1907 
O.A. Newberg, the baker, has adjusted his fire loss on account of the recent blaze in the rear of his place 
of business with the insurance company for the sum of $450. 
 

 
Building Data, City of Litchfield Tax Assessor 

 
Land Appraisal 
General Desirability:  Good 
Lot Record:   Topography:    Level 

Improvements:  Sidewalks  Curb & Gutter    City Water  Sanitary Sewer 
  Street:  Asphalt  Alley 
Location:  Inside Lot 



Zoning or Use:  Commercial  2 
 
Description of Principal Structure: 
Building:   No. Stories 2 Yr.   Built 1897   Sq. Ft.1897: 25’ x 60’ two story, 25’ x 28’ unknown date one 
story, 25’ x 32’ one story 
Observed Physical Condition:   Good 
Foundation: 
Exterior Walls: Brick 
Roof:  Flat, built up 
Interior Finish:  First Floor: Walls plaster  Ceiling tin   Floors wood 
Wiring:  Rigid Conduit 
Basement:  Partial 25’ x 40’ 
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December 21, 1889  Meeker County Historical Society 
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Meeker County Historical Society, 1906 or 1907 
 

 
Meeker County Historical Society, 1964 to 1969 
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Meeker County Historical Society, before 1892 
 
 


