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Property Location
Property Name:

Palm General Merchandise

Inventory No.

ME-LTC-0002

Address:

215 Sibley Avenue North

County:

Meeker

City/Twp:

Litchfield

PIN

27-0748000

T-R-S Quarter:

T119N R31W Sec. 11 SW ¼

Block:

59

USGS Quad

Litchfield North, Minnesota

Lot:

20

Property Information
Style:

Architect:

Unknown

Date Const:

1894

Historic Context:

Railroad and Agricultural
Development 1870-1940

Historic Use:

Commercial

Present Use:

Vacant

Property
Type:

Building

Survey Name:

Downtown Historic Resources
Resurvey

NR Status:

Contributing

NR Recommendation:

Contributing

Prepared
by:

William E. Stark, based on National
Register nomination by Susan
Granger and Kay Grossman (1996)

Survey Date:

October 2009

Italianate

Description:
The metal cornice at the top of this two-story brick, Italianate style building reads “1894, John Palm, General Merchandise.” The
cornice has finials and a central pediment-like projection, and rises above a row of brick corbelling. The main façade has four second
story rectangular window openings that are topped by rounded brick arches that are filled with brick patterning. The arches are
supported by brick corbels at the springing block level and linked by a string course. The windows have rockfaced limestone sills. The
storefront has an entrance to the second story at the north end. Inside the store is an intact metal ceiling. At the rear of the building
is a pre-1903 one-story brick wing which is unusual because it has a storefront facing the alley with a false front and a corbelled brick
and metal cornice.
History:
John Palm purchased this property in 1893 for $3,500 and built the Palm General Merchandise the following year. The building has
served as a hardware and grocery store for most of its history. McNulty, Von Kuster & Helgeson operated their hardware store
there by 1898, which became Vig and Johns Hardware by 1908. By 1921, Olseon & Silverberg Inc. ran a grocery store on the
premises, which would later be known as Olson Fairway (1928), D&B Store (1929), the Food Store (1932), the Food Market (1942),
Red & White Grocery (1948), Star Grocery/Super Value (1949), Nordlie’s Grocery (1954), and Variety Foods/IGA (1958). Esther
Doffing opened Doffings Smart Wear by 1960, when the storefront was remodeled to its current form. In 2004, it became a gift
shop, and in 2008 a consignment store.
Other businesses have operated out of other parts of the building. Phil J. Palm and Roy Anderson published the Meeker County News
in the basement from 1939 to 1951. Palm ceased publication in 1951 and sold the subscription list to the Independent Review. The
rear of was often used as a meat store, with Ed Bromberg’s Meat Market in 1946 and Swensons Meats in 1954.
Evaluation:
This building is a contributing property to the Litchfield Commercial Historic District.
Integrity: Fair
Alterations to the building include the replacement of the second story windows on the main façade and the alteration of the main
storefront. Historical photographs suggest that the storefront had been fairly open, comprised mostly of display windows and
transoms. Although differently configured, the current version continues the flexible storefront opening filled with glass. A
secondary cornice has been covered with a wood, Colonial Revival motif cutout, and appears to be easily removable.
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Condition:
Several concerns related to the condition of this building were observed. Most significantly, the south brick pilaster at the storefront
level is pulling out from the façade. Attention should be given to this item to repair and assure that other structural problems are
not present. Rust on the metal cornice was apparent; the cornice should be cleaned and repainted to prevent further rust. The brick
façade has been painted and is showing signs of peeling. The paint can be stripped from the façade to restore its historical
appearance.
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