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Property Location
Property Name:

Brown Block

Inventory No.

ME-LTC-0138

Address:

202 Sibley Avenue North

County:

Meeker

City/Twp:

Litchfield

PIN

27-0728000

T-R-S Quarter:

T119N R31W Sec. 11 SW ¼

Block:

58

USGS Quad

Litchfield North, Minnesota

Lot:

14

Property Information
Style:

Architect:

Unknown

Date Const:

1884

Historic Context:

Railroad and Agricultural
Development 1870-1940

Historic Use:

Commercial

Present Use:

Commercial

Property
Type:

Building

Survey Name:

Downtown Historic Resources
Resurvey

NR Status:

Contributing

NR Recommendation:

Contributing

Prepared
by:

William E. Stark, based on National
Register nomination by Susan
Granger and Kay Grossman (1996)

Survey Date:

October 2009

Italianate

Description:
The Brown Block is a richly ornamented, two-story Italianate style building constructed of cream-colored brick with contrasting red
brick trim. It is one of the most ornate buildings in the historic district and stands at the northeastern corner of Sibley Avenue and
Second Street. The main façade is dominated by an elaborate brick and metal cornice which steps up at the center in a pediment
that is topped by a finial. The cornice has rows of brick corbelling, a brick medallion, and other decorative brickwork. Beneath the
cornice are three tall, narrow rectangular window openings, filled with wood panels. The outer windows are topped by red brick
segmental arches filled with checkerboard brick patterning. Above the central window is a semi-circular date block which reads
“Brown’s Block 1884 J. M. and P. Peterson, Bldrs.” The first story has a simple storefront cornice. The southern façade, facing Second
Street, has rows of segmental-arched window openings (now filled with wood paneling) which have red brick window hoods. There
are several red brick string courses at the sill and springing block level and two elliptically arched entrances at the southeastern
corner of the building. At the top of the southern façade is a corbelled brick cornice which is interrupted at intervals by ornate
second story piers which project above the roofline. The piers have brick fluting and corbels at the base. The rear façade is covered
with stucco and has tall, narrow segmental-arched window openings, one with 4/4 sash. The main storefront has been covered with
plywood.
History:
This building was constructed in 1884 by M. Arthur Brown, for his tinware and implement business. The Birch and Nelson clothing
store was located in the back of the building, and the second floor was used for offices. The various spaces in the building – front
and rear stores, second story and basement – were used for barber shops, attorney offices, grocery and dry goods, tin smith,
wallpaper and paint store, millinery, restaurant, pool room, and the city’s first telephone company. In 1892 J. B. Atkinson’s
pharmacy (known after 1899 as the Atkinson-Anderson Drug Company) was located in the main storefront. C. M. Anderson owned
the pharmacy until 1944 when it became Carlson’s Drug owned by Harry Carlson. In 1955 Carlson sold the store to the Sward-Kemp
Drug Company. A number of professionals had offices on the second floor of this building including physicians Harold and Cecil
th
Wilmot and physicians Karl and Lennox Daniels who had offices here for many years in the early to mid-20 century. Most recently,
the building housed Mutt’s Bath and Bakery pet shop (2003) and Litchfield Video (2007).
For most of the building’s existence, a small, frame, one-story structure stood on the rear lot. According to Sanborn Fire Insurance
Maps, this building (or buildings) were variously occupied by a warehouse (1887, 1892, and 1896), a harness shop, possibly
associated with the livery just east of the ally (1903 and 1913), a grocery (1917), furniture repair shop (1930), and a store (1941).
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Evaluation:
This building is a contributing property to the Litchfield Commercial Historic District.
Integrity: Good
Many of the significant, character-defining features of this ornate commercial building remain intact, including the contrasting,
second-story brick detailing and prominent cornice. The storefront was altered, probably in the 1940s, by covering with plywood
paneling and modern display windows and door. The location of the recessed entry remains intact. The second story window sash
have been covered or replaced by wood panels.
Condition:
The building remains in good condition. Evidence of some spalling brick faces and need for repointing if some locations was noted.
Repairs are needed to the concrete base under the storefront.
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