Litchfield Heritage Preservation Commission
Historic Commercial District
Property History
Parcel Identification Number: 27-0825000
Block: 65
Lot: 13
Current Address: 100 Sibley Avenue North
Contributing
Date
1892
1892
1892
1893
1895
1908
1917
1925
1926
1930s (mid)
1951
1974
1979
1984
1986
1989
1990
1992
1993
1999
2000
2003
2006

Owner/Name
Helgeson & Bros.
The Grand
S.W. Krueger & J.T. McNulty
Hardware store
Wm. Johns & Patrick Casey
Chicago Bargain House
Wells Bros. & Co.

Use
General store
General Store

Comments
Built by Richard Welch

Hardware

North part of building
Upstairs

Department store

* Fire, reopened 1909
Greenberg’s Department Store
Richard Welch sells the building to Dewey E. Johnson
Greep-Trueblood Store
Department store
Ran for 48 years
Greep-Trueblood Store
Department store
Pete Osdoba, later sisters Peg Osdoba Palmquist and Gen Osdoba Schele ran the store
New roof
Greep’s Clothing Store
Dave & Pat Meidal
Falknor’s Appliance
Appliance store
Kable’s Appliance
Canopy on front
Consignment Collection
Joyce Allen
New roof & back stairway
Sibley Antiques
Antique store
Kable family
Sibley Antiques
Antique store
Claris Hedtke
*July storm breaks
windows
Restroom addition
Sibley Antiques
Antique store
Mike Milbauer
Needs new roof, basement
half dirt, half concrete
Sibley Antiques
Antique Store
Mike Corcoran

This two story building is a commercial Queen Anne style of medium brown brick. The corner lot
provides a south and west exposure and a west façade and a canted southwest corner where the original
entrance was located. There is a ornate brick and metal cornbelled cornice which was originally
topped with a decorative cresting and parapet. The western and southern facades have many

rectangular windows which are topped with brick arches. The eastern façade has been covered with
stucco. A second store front at the southeastern corner of the building has been covered with vertical
wood.
Independent Review
November 14, 1908 “Wells Store Ruined” Fire Wednesday reduced the Stock of the Big
Store to Ashes; Some Salvage (excerpts, see full article)
The Litchfield fire department was called upon Wednesday to fight one of the most stubborn
blazes ever handled by the fire department. Much of the stock of the Wells Bros. Co. was reduced
to ashes and the triple front of the building, owned by Richard Welch, in which the store was
located, was badly damaged.
The fire was first discovered shortly after 6 o’clock in the morning in the clothing department in
the vicinity of the elevator shaft by Mike Owen, harness maker, who occupied a room on the
second floor as sleeping quarters. Mrs. Windle and Richard Welch found it more convenient to
come down the ladders placed by the fire department rather than risk finding their way through the
darkened hall.
The elevator shaft sent the blaze to the basement in the clothing department and the stock of
clothing carried by the firm became a total wreck, and to the ceiling where the opening into the
shaft communicated the fire to the ceiling and roof joists over the dry goods, grocery, and shoe
department portions of the store.
When it was discovered that the blaze could not be confined to the north building, the tenants of
the second floor began a hasty removal of their personal effects thru the different windows. Mrs.
Windle saved some of her furniture and Richard Welch many of his personal effects. Meanwhile
orders had been given to clear the dry goods and shoe departments and a horde of men and boys
were soon carrying stock goods into the street, but not before much of the stock had become smoke
and water soaked.
Viewed day after, the wreck shows the first floor of the clothing department store gone, with the
ceiling and roof more or less intact, and that on the second floor over the dry goods, grocery, and
shoe department, there is little left of the partitions and roof, tho the first and second floors are
intact. Of course water poured through everywhere as thru a sieve. In the dry goods and shoe
departments the bulk of the stock has been successfully removed.
Wells Bros Co. had a stock of $55,000 to $60,000 in the building with an insurance of $33,000.
The firm estimates that it will sustain a net loss of from $10,000 to $15,000. Mr. Welch had
insurance on the building to the amount of $8,000 and it will take $5,000 to put the structures in
complete repair again.
The fire department was promptly on the scene and made as clean and effective fight as it was
possible for any fire department to make. There were five streams of water at play during the
height of the fire for the greater part of the forenoon, and it was night when the last hose was
finally removed from the scene.
The origin of the blaze is a conjecture. Some think it started from crossed electric light wires,
other say from the stove in the clothing department. At any rate the seat of the blaze was the
elevator shaft from which it spread to the roof and ceiling joists above.
The loss on this account is unusually heavy. However, the “Big Store” will rise to the occasion
with customary vigor.
• Independent Review November 28, 1908 “Wells Bros. Sale”
Wells Bros. Co. store has been the mecca for bargain hunters since the first of the week. The sale
opened Monday with a rush, people coming from far and near, some as far west as from Morris.
Indeed, the crush was so great on Monday that it was necessary at times to lock the doors in order to
give both the large force of clerks and customers and opportunity to close sales.
•

The rain on Thursday interfered somewhat with the progress, but a temporary roof has now been
placed over the building and it will no longer be possible for water to leak thru the ceiling above onto
the goods and people below.
• Independent Review January 29, 1906
The merchants from the Wells Bros. Co. entertained the members of the Litchfield Fire Department
at a banquet Monday evening at City Hall. The supper was given to the fire department boys as an
appreciation of the good work done by the department at the time for the disastrous fire which gutted
the store last November. A delightful time was had by all.
• Independent Review August 4, 1993
Judy McGuire of Litchfield was passing through the Sibley and Depot intersection at the peak of
the storm when the wind blew out the plate glass windows at Sibley Antiques scattering the windshield
of her van with glass.

Building Data, City of Litchfield Tax Assessor
Land Appraisal
General Desirability: Good
Lot Record: Topography: Level
Improvements: Sidewalks Curb & Gutter City Water Sanitary Sewer
Street: Asphalt, Alley
Zoning or Use: Commercial 2
Location: Corner lot
Description of Principal Structure:
Building: Yr. Built 1892 Sq. Ft. two stories 36’ x 100’ 1984 mezzanine 20’ x 68’
Foundation:
Exterior Walls: Brick
Roof: Flat, built up
Interior Finish: First floor Walls plaster Ceiling tin Floors wood
Heating:
Wiring: Rigid Conduit
Basement: Partial, 12’ x 14’ finished
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